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Three Targeted Grant Areas for 2000

Fall 1999

For the year 2000, the
Rockefeller Archive Center
will award grants-in-aid of

research in three targeted areas in
addition to its regular program of
grants. Two areas — the history
of the Rockefeller University 
and the history of basic medical
research — continue from previ-
ous years, and a new area for
2000 offers support for research
in the history of international

relations and economic develop-
ment. All three targeted grant areas
are described on page 14. The
aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ddeeaaddlliinnee  ffoorr  aallll  pprroo--
ggrraammss  iiss  NNoovveemmbbeerr  3300,,  11999999; grant
recipients will be announced in
March 2000. Prospective applicants
should contact one of the Center’s
archivists prior to applying in order
to identify the extent of documen-
tation related to their topics.
(continued on page 14)

C.L. Cox, sales manager of Koppers Company, Inc., photographing a geological
formation at the Enugu iron deposits in Nigeria in 1961. Cox’s company was
part of a team that visited West Africa at the initiative of the Rockefeller Brothers
Fund to explore the possibilities of establishing an iron and steel operation.
Special grants for the study of international relations and economic develop-
ment will be a part of the Archive Center’s grant-in-aid program for 2000.

Grant-in-Aid
Program for 2000
The Rockefeller Archive Center’s
annual Grant-in-Aid Program
offers support to scholars in any
discipline who are engaged in
research that requires extensive
use of the archival collections
housed at the Center. Thirty-six
scholars from around the world
received funding from this 
program in 1999.

Scholars from within the
United States and Canada may
apply for grants of up to $2,500;
because of the additional cost 
of travel, scholars from other
nations may request up to
$3,000. Applications for this
competitive program must
include a budget that details 
estimated expenses for travel,
temporary lodging, meals, and
research. The deadline for 
applications for grants is
November 30, 1999 and the
grant recipients will be
announced in March 2000.

Inquiries about the Center’s
grant programs and requests for
applications should be addressed
to Darwin H. Stapleton, Director,
Rockefeller Archive Center,
15 Dayton Avenue, Sleepy
Hollow, New York 10591-1598;
telephone (914) 631-4505; fax
(914) 631-6017; e-mail
archive@rockvax. rockefeller.edu.
The grant application and guides
to the Center’s collections are
accessible from the Center’s
home page on the World Wide
Web at www.rockefeller.edu/
archive.ctr/ Applications must be
submitted by regular mail.
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Director’s Comment

The Rockefeller Archive Center,
a division of The Rockefeller
University, was established in
1974 to preserve and make avail-
able to researchers the records
of the University, the Rockefeller
Foundation, the Rockefeller
Brothers Fund, members of the
Rockefeller family, and other
individuals and institutions 
associated with their endeavors.
Since 1986, the Center has
received the records of several
non-Rockefeller philanthropies.

The Center’s collections 
document seminal developments
and issues of the 20th century.
Major subjects include African-
American history, agriculture,
the arts, education, international
relations and economic develop-
ment, labor, medicine and public
health, nursing, philanthropy,
politics, population, religion,
science, the social sciences,
social welfare, and women’s 
history.

Scholars planning to conduct
research at the Center should
write to the Center’s director,
describing their project in 
specific terms.An archivist will
respond with a description of
the scope and contents of 
relevant materials.

The Archive Center is located
25 miles north of New York City
in Pocantico Hills near Sleepy
Hollow, New York. An informa-
tion packet for researchers,
containing a map and listing
local lodging accommodations,
is available upon request.
Information about the Center’s
holdings and programs is 
available online at 
www. rockefeller.edu/archive.ctr
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Rockefeller Archive Center Governing Council

Anniversary Celebrations in 2000

(continued on page 13)

In the year 2000, the Rockefeller
Archive Center will observe 
two anniversaries: its own 25th
anniversary and the centennial 
of its parent organization,The
Rockefeller University.

August 2000 will mark twenty-
five years since the Center was
opened, a period in which nearly
3,000 researchers have visited the
Center, many of them returning 
for research on more than one
project. They have drawn on the
collections to produce more than
1,000 publications, several dozen
documentary films, and numerous
museum exhibits. (See page 3 
for a brief description of museum
exhibits in which the Center
recently collaborated.)  The Center
also has hosted and published the
proceedings of twenty-one confer-
ences in the last quarter-century.

The Rockefeller University will
celebrate its centennial in 2000-
2001. Founded by John D.
Rockefeller,“the Rockefeller” (as it
is often known) is the nation’s first
biomedical research institution.

From its beginning the University
has been a leader in investigating
the fundamental processes of life,
especially human physiology and
human disease. International 
leaders in research have headed 
the laboratories at the University,
including several Nobel laureates,
and fundamental discoveries 
(such as the recognition that DNA
is the genetic material) have issued
from its campus.

Among the many remarkable
aspects of the University has been
its international faculty and inter-
national connections. Its earliest
staff included Hideyo Noguchi 
(of Japan), Karl Landsteiner 
(of Germany), and Alexis Carrel (of
France). Junior staff members often
left the University temporarily to
serve institutions created or funded
by Rockefeller philanthropy, or
with the Rockefeller Foundation,
returning with valuable experience.
Beginning in the 1930s the founda-
tion’s Virus Laboratory was located
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RAC News

Taking John D. Rockefeller to New Audiences 
Grabowski, Director of Research at
the Society, asked the Archive
Center about documentation of
John D. Rockefeller’s role in the
war, and Charlotte Sturm of the
RAC staff identified entries in
Rockefeller’s personal ledgers that
documented how the war affected
his life as a Cleveland citizen and
businessman. Images of relevant
pages from Rockefeller’s ledgers
appear in the exhibit, which runs
through December 2000.

When the Civil War began in
1861, John D. Rockefeller was 
21 years old and had recently
embarked on his first major busi-
ness venture. Like many Northern
evangelical Protestants, he was an
abolitionist, and he had voted for
Lincoln in the presidential elec-
tions of 1860. Yet as Ron Chernow
points out in Titan, Rockefeller
decided not to become an active
participant in the Civil War by
enlisting as a soldier. Because of
his fledgling business and his role
as the main financial support of his
family after the desertion of his
father, Rockefeller felt that he had
more pressing responsibilities.
Thus, when he was drafted,
Rockefeller found a substitute to
take his place in the ranks of the
Union army and was excused from
military service. Rockefeller’s
ledgers include several entries
regarding the purchase and mainte-
nance of a substitute.

Rockefeller could not aid the
Union’s cause as a soldier, but he
was able to show his support by
contributing funds to the war
effort. In addition to the substi-
tute, he made numerous contribu-
tions to the soldiers and volunteers
from Ohio. He noted six contribu-

R on Chernow’s critically
acclaimed biography of
John D. Rockefeller, Titan

(1998), is introducing the founder
of the Standard Oil Company to
many readers who had little famil-
iarity with Rockefeller. “If, like
[me], all you knew of Rockefeller
was that he was rich and really,
really old, this book is for you,”
wrote one reader in Maryland in a
review for the online bookseller
Amazon.com. The Archive Center
resources that underpinned
Chernow’s biography also are
serving a number of projects in
other media that are presenting
aspects of Rockefeller’s life and
career to a variety of audiences.
Museum visitors in New York City
and Cleveland currently are 
able to examine portions of
Rockefeller’s life in new exhibits,
and soon young adult readers and
viewers of public television will
have more detailed portraits 
of Rockefeller available, even
while academic researchers con-
tinue to mine the Archive Center’s
resources for new insights avail-
able from Rockefeller’s papers
(see the Research Report begin-
ning on p. 5).

RRoocckkeeffeelllleerr  RReeddiissccoovveerreedd  
iinn  MMaannhhaattttaann

On July 8 the Museum of
American Financial History, locat-
ed in Manhattan’s financial dis-
trict at 28 Broadway, celebrated
John D. Rockefeller’s 160th 
birthday with the opening of 
an exhibit entitled “Rockefeller
Rediscovered.” Ron Chernow
served as guest curator for the
exhibit, which runs through
December 1999. The exhibit

reviews Rockefeller’s early life and
his careers in business and philan-
thropy. Among the objects provid-
ed by the Archive Center is the
desk that Rockefeller used at his
Standard Oil office at 26 Broadway
between 1882 and 1911. Also on
display are items from the muse-
um’s permanent collection, includ-
ing Standard Oil checks signed by
JDR and his brother and Standard
Oil partner,William. The museum’s
magazine, Financial History,
included in its summer 1999 issue
an essay on Rockefeller’s life 
and career, amply illustrated with
photographs from the Archive
Center’s collection.

RRoocckkeeffeelllleerr  aanndd  tthhee  CCiivviill  WWaarr  
iinn  CClleevveellaanndd

On October 2, the Western Reserve
Historical Society in Cleveland
opened a new exhibit,“Civil War!
For God, Union & Glory.” In devel-
oping the exhibit, Dr. John

John D. Rockefeller in Cleveland in
the 1860s, photographed by J.F.
Ryder.
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Portion of page 83 (actual size) of “Sundry expenses” from John D. Rockefeller's Ledger B. Among the entries is a 
“Runaway,” presumably an escaped slave, on September 2 and the services of a “Substitute” on “September 31” [sic].
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tions to the 4th Ward War Fund
and to soldiers from that part of
Cleveland. The contributions 
listed in Ledger B and the petty
ledger totaled $115. There are
also more general entries which
list gifts to anonymous soldiers
and allocations for such necessary
items as socks. In 1863,
Rockefeller made two donations
to hospitals for soldiers which
totaled $22.50.

Rockefeller also was aware of
the hardships faced by the many
families of soldiers, those who
were without their fathers,
brothers, and sons on whom they
relied for economic support.
The ledgers show that he often
provided this financial support
for the families of soldiers in his
community, including the family
of a “Maj. Lawrence.” He also paid
the subscription of one family to
a local church.

More evidence of Rockefeller’s
charity during the Civil War can
be seen in contributions to the
African-American community. He
lists a gift of $10 to “Freed Men”
in November 1863, and during
1865, he made small donations 
to the “Col[ored] Aid So[ciety]”
and the “Freedmens Aid Com[mis-
sion].” Rockefeller also supported
various African-American church-
es during the Civil War, with 
donations totaling $35.

After the Civil War had ended,
Rockefeller contributed $50
toward the construction of a 
soldiers’ monument, as well as
continuing his support of African
Americans. He gave  to various
African-American churches, partic-
ularly a “Colored Baptist s[unday]
school.” One of the most detailed
entries reveals a gift of $25 that
Rockefeller gave toward the edu-
cation of an African-American
preacher and teacher. He also

gave money to freedmen and sent
$10 to one group of freedmen 
living in Virginia.

FFuuttuurree  RRoocckkeeffeelllleerr  AAppppeeaarraanncceess

Among the new audiences who
soon will have greater access to
Rockefeller’s life is one that is not
usually addressed by books that
draw upon archival research.
Oxford University Press will pub-
lish John D. Rockefeller:Anointed
With Oil, a biography for young
adults by Grant Segall, a writer for
the Plain Dealer in Cleveland.

Perhaps the most ambitious
program spawned by Chernow’s
biography is a multi-part docu-
mentary film,“The Rockefellers,”
produced by public broadcasting
station WGBH in Boston for the
series The American Experience.
Drawing upon many photographs
and documents from the Archive
Center’s collections, the program
is expected to be broadcast 
during the fall of 2000.

“Help” W anted: Begging Letters to John D. Rockefeller
by Scott A. Sandage
Assistant Professor of History
Carnegie Mellon University

Editors’ note: Most researchers who
use John D. Rockefeller’s papers 
are interested in some aspect of
Rockefeller’s business, charitable or
philanthropic work, but Scott A.
Sandage took a different approach to
the materials. As he explains in his
research report, Sandage read through
the numerous begging letters sent to
Rockefeller in the 1880s and 1890s to
see how people down on their luck
sought to explain and understand
their difficulties in a way that would
elicit support from one of the era’s
most successful men. His report 
suggests new ways in which cultural
and social historians might approach
the papers of John D. Rockefeller.

When I set out to write a
cultural history of fail-
ure in America, the 

foremost obstacle was to find
sources. It would be difficult to
recover the history of losers 
(and attitudes about losing) in a
country that celebrates winners;
but that was the whole point.
Yet, most archives do not actively
solicit the papers of ne’er-do-
wells. Almost by definition,
obscure people do not leave
much of a paper trail — at least,
not one of introspection about
the worst experiences of their
lives. Taking failure seriously as
an American experience meant
not framing it as a bump in the
road to success, and so I also

knew that I did not want to
chronicle the early failures of
famous men.

But what about black sheep?
Having found a problematic 
member of the du Pont family,
I wondered if there had been a
black sheep Rockefeller. A letter
to the RAC brought a response
from Dr. Kenneth Rose: John D.
Rockefeller Sr.’s brother Franklin
had indeed gotten into many
scrapes — but wouldn’t I be
more interested in hundreds of
letters from luckless people 
begging for assistance from the
oil magnate himself?  Archivists
everywhere seem to have a
favorite “neglected” collection:
(continued on next page)
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penetrate their thinking. The 
market world people live in,
apparently, is not as easily
compartmentalized as economists
and other scholars might claim.

I also use begging letters to
give voice to people who failed,
and to let them explain how it
felt to fail. Many correspondents
took pains to refute the wide-
spread cultural assumption that
only lazy or incompetent men
failed. Fitch Raymond, a
Cleveland grocer turned real
estate agent, wrote in 1887:“I
have been Struggling incessantly
trying to re[g]ain a little foothold
but without Success. Not
because I am an imbecile, shift-
less, lazy, listlessly, loafing about,
no, not a bit of it, but the reverse
is true.” Begging letters preserve
the feelings ordinary men held
about masculinity and the cult of
breadwinning.

Finally, much of the correspon-
dence came from women, often
the wives of failed businessmen.
Their letters are a marvelous 
window on marriages strained 
by economic trouble and men’s
failures and on the diverse com-
pensatory activities women took
on to make ends meet. “My 
husband does not know I wrote
this,” Mrs. George E. Coryell wrote
from Colorado in 1889, in a 
typical letter. “As we have no
secrets—I shall tell him, though
he will censure me for he is so
proud, but pride and poverty do
not correspond.” Wives defended
their husbands against the same
assumptions rebutted by Fitch
Raymond, but women also tended
to know better when the time
had come for desperate measures.

a trove of riches awaiting the right
scholar.

This was my introduction to
the bizarre but wonderful world
of begging letters. Throughout
the nineteenth-century and even
today, famous men and women —
from the singer Jenny Lind to
William Jennings Bryan —
received letters from strangers
with sob stories seeking jobs,
loans, or advice.

Salted among 50 boxes of
Rockefeller’s Office Correspon-
dence are thousands of letters
from unfortunate people who left
hardly any other trace of their
existence. The letters span dates
from the early 1870s to the 1890s,
years often marked by financial
panics and depressions.

Beginning in the 1890s,
Frederick Taylor Gates handled
most of these requests, and the
letters, handwritten notations,
and replies are a window on the
development of “scientific 
charity.” Rockefeller  tended to
send money to female and African-
American applicants seeking 
higher education and professional
degrees, in addition to his well-
known support for Baptist causes.

One chapter of my forthcoming
book, Forgotten Men: Failure in
American Culture (Harvard
University Press), explores beg-
ging letters to Rockefeller and 
others. I have analyzed the 
begging letters at RAC in several
different ways. Most broadly, I am
interested in how the writers of
begging letters articulated differ-
ent understandings of market
economies. The letters make sen-
timental appeals in order to sus-
tain or revive entrepreneurial
activities. Rationalization did not

Ultimately, I made use of
approximately 500 letters and 
was often able to learn more
about the correspondents from
the census, city directories, credit
reports, and other sources. Begging
letters are a social historian’s
dream. They can be integrated
into community studies, as well 
as histories of themes like work,
poverty, marriage, philanthropy,
community building, and educa-
tion. Most important, they are 
precious conduits for the voices 
of forgotten women and men who
struggled during the Gilded Age.

AGuide to the Social Science
Research Council Archives
at the Rockefeller Archive

Center is now available to facili-
tate research in the 443 cubic feet
of records that comprise the SSRC
collection.

The guide features an essay by
Kenton W.Worcester, Program
Director of the Social Science
Research Council, that reviews
the SSRC’s history, highlights sig-
nificant components of the col-
lection, and introduces potential
researchers to the ways in which
the collection can be utilized.

Other components of the
guide include a description of the
arrangement of the collection and
a list of SSRC committees whose
work is documented within the
collection.

The guide is available from the
Rockefeller Archive Center (see
the form on p. 20) and soon will
be available on the Center’s home
page on the World Wide Web.

Guide to SSRC
Archives Available
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In 1996 the Rockefeller Archive
Center began a program
designed to increase the 

storage area available for archival
collections, to improve the 
environment in which these
records are stored, and to provide
improved access to these records.
As part of this project, a four-
member team is currently
involved in the preparation of
over 400 cubic feet of general
correspondence for the years
1960-1975 in the records of the
Rockefeller Foundation (RF) for
preservation microfilming. The
team, led by project manager
Mindy S. Gordon, includes
Michelle Powers, Sharon Pullen,
and Charlotte Sturm.

The RF’s General Correspon-
dence (Record Group 2) consists
principally of material not directly
connected with grants. Materials
include inter-office memoranda;
correspondence between field
officers and the home office
regarding administrative and 
budgetary matters; interviews
with potential grantees, as well as
governmental and educational 
figures; extracts from officers’
diaries; forms and other material
relating to fellowships; general
requests for information, employ-
ment or aid; printed matter, and
crank mail. As such, the general
correspondence provides insight
into the day-to-day workings of
the RF.

The original filing system used
by the RF has been retained. The
material is arranged chronologi-
cally by year. Within these annual
blocks, material is organized using
the same geographic-numeric 
system as in RF Record Group 1
(Project Files); that is, each coun-

try, each state within the U.S., and
certain geographic regions were
assigned a specific number which
was used as the basic document
classifier or “mark-up.” England
was designated 401, for example,
North Africa, 485; France, 500;
China, 601;Turkey 805, and so on.

A letter following the country
codes indicates the program or
general subject to which the item
pertained (A for medical science;
C for nursing; D for natural sci-
ences; R for the humanities, S for
the social sciences, etc.). Within
each of these combined country
and subject classifications, materi-
al is arranged alphabetically.

The project encompasses pro-
cessing the records as well as
preparing the documents for
microfilm production. Microfilm
preparation includes verifying fil-
ing order; removing staples; plac-
ing instructional flags which
detail document specifications for
the filmer; creating targets to
order the collection for viewing
on film; preparing a finding aid
and guide to microfilm reel con-
tents; and inspecting the finished
microfilm to verify the order and
quality of the film.

The inspection of the film for
quality control involves a thor-
ough frame-by-frame inspection
of each reel, using a microfilm
reader-printer. The process
includes checking technical
aspects of film production using 
a densitometer to measure the
opacity, or light-absorbing quality,
of the film, and verifying the
reduction ratio, which represents
the size of the original image
compared to the size of the
reduced document. Since the
microfilm will eventually provide
the only access to RG2, this
detailed preparation and post-
inspection procedure is essential.

After the microfilm has been
thoroughly inspected, labeled,
and stored in custom cabinets,
the original documents will be
deaccessioned to make storage
space available for other collec-
tions. Special materials, such as
photographs, oversized drawings
and charts, and published 
material, have not been filmed.
These original materials will be
available at the Archive Center.

Following the preservation
microfilming standards estab-

Microfilming the Rockefeller Foundation’s General Correspondence, 1960-1975

Frederick T. Gates (seated) and
Simon Flexner. Gates conceived the
idea for the Rockefeller Institute for
Medical Research; Flexner was the
first director of the Institute, which,
as the Rockefeller University, cele-
brates its centennial in 2001.

(continued on page 15)
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In 2000-2001,The Rockefeller
University will celebrate its
centennial. To encourage

research into aspects of  the
University’s history, the following
guide highlights portions of the
University’s archives, which are
located at the Rockefeller Archive
Center.

Established in 1901 by John D.
Rockefeller as The Rockefeller
Institute for Medical Research
(RIMR),“the Rockefeller” was the
first institution in the United
States devoted solely to biomed-
ical research.The earliest work
was carried on through grants-in-
aid to researchers in various labo-
ratories, but that program was
phased out after the Institute’s
own laboratories were opened 
on its New York City campus 
in 1906. In 1954, the Institute
became part of the University 
of the State of New York and
acquired the right to confer 
graduate degrees, awarding its
first Ph.D. in 1959.The Institute
became The Rockefeller
University in 1965.

From the beginning the
University’s research programs
were aimed at developing funda-
mental knowledge of disease and
physiology. Research has been
carried out in interdisciplinary
laboratories headed by leading
scientists, who were known for
more than fifty years as Members
of the Institute and subsequently
as Professors. A hospital was
opened in 1910 and has remained
an integral part of the research
program.

The Rockefeller University
Archives, ca. 4,500 cu. ft. of docu-
ments, includes correspondence
and memoranda, reports, labora-

tory notebooks, lectures and
addresses, administrative records,
and photographs and films.The
material covers all periods of the
University’s history, and docu-
ments significant aspects of the
20th-century history of New York
City, of international currents in
biomedical research, and of edu-
cational and scientific develop-
ments in the U.S.

Records more than twenty-five
years old are open to qualified
researchers. Certain corporate,
administrative, personnel, and
financial records are restricted, as
are certain collections of faculty
papers. Scholars wishing to con-
duct research using the University
Archives should contact Darwin
H. Stapleton, Director of the
Archive Center, or Lee R. Hiltzik,
University Archivist, at the Archive
Center.

Descriptions of selected record
groups (RG) follow.

RRGG  110055  RReeppoorrttss  aanndd  CCoorrrreessppoonn--
ddeennccee  ooff  tthhee  SScciieennttiiffiicc  DDiirreeccttoorrss,,
1901-1937. 1 cu. ft.

RRGG  111100  MMiinnuutteess  ooff  tthhee  SScciieennttiiffiicc
DDiirreeccttoorrss, 1901-1953. 10 volumes.
The Board of Scientific Directors
was responsible for overseeing all
research at the Institute, including
the hospital, until merged with
the Board of Trustees in 1953.

RRGG  113300  MMiinnuutteess  ooff  tthhee  BBooaarrdd  ooff
TTrruusstteeeess, 1910-1982. 21.8 cu. ft.
The trustees control the property
and funds of the University. In
1953 the Board of Scientific
Directors was merged with the
Board of Trustees.

RRGG  221100  BBuussiinneessss  MMaannaaggeerrss  FFiilleess,,
1906-1963. 46.4 cu. ft. Organized

by subject, these records provide
information on the day-to-day
operations of the University.

RRGG  330011  SSiimmoonn  FFlleexxnneerr  PPaappeerrss,
1903-1945. 3.6 cu. ft.This 
collection includes miscellaneous
administrative, scientific, and per-
sonal correspondence of the first
director of the RIMR (1903-1935).

Flexner (1863-1946), a physi-
cian, was a professor of pathology
at the University of Pennsylvania
before assuming leadership of 
The Rockefeller. The archives 
also holds a microfilm copy 
(128 reels) of the Rockefeller
Institute series of the Simon
Flexner papers held at the
American Philosophical Society
(see page 13).

RRGG  330022  HHeerrbbeerrtt  SS..  GGaasssseerr  PPaappeerrss,
1933-1961. 20 cu. ft. Gasser
(1888-1963), a neurophysiologist,
was director of the Institute,
1935-1953. In 1944 he shared a
Nobel Prize in medicine and
physiology for his work in nerve
conduction.The papers are both
scientific and administrative,
and include laboratory notebooks
and related items, addresses,
and publications.

RRGG  330033    DDeettlleevv  WW..  BBrroonnkk  PPaappeerrss,
1840-(1954-1975)-1978. 115 cu. ft.
Bronk (1897-1975) was president
during the transition from
Institute to University, from 1954
to 1968.A leader in the study of
human physiology in aeronautics,
he was also a major figure in 
post-World War II scientific and
governmental organizations.

The collection includes signifi-
cant documentation of every
phase of Bronk’s career, and
major portions deal with

A Guide to the Archives of The Rockefeller University
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research, professional and govern-
ment activities, lectures and
addresses, and personal and pro-
fessional correspondence.

RRGG  330044  FFrreeddeerriicckk  SSeeiittzz  PPaappeerrss,
1969-1977. 77.6 cu. ft. Seitz
(1911- ), a physicist, was president
of the University, 1969-1977.
Active in public service, Seitz was
a civilian member of the National
Defense Research Committee and
a consultant to the secretary of
war during World War II. He was
also a member of the President’s
Science Advisory Committee,
1962-1969.

RRGG  334411    TThhoommaass  MM..  RRiivveerrss  PPaappeerrss,
1917-1957. 2.4 cu. ft. Rivers
(1888-1962) joined the Institute in
1922 and specialized in virus
research. From 1953 until his
retirement in 1955 he was vice-
president of the Institute. The
papers are largely scientific and

administrative, and include docu-
mentation of Rivers’ medical
research in the Pacific theater
during World War II.

RRGG  443399    SScciieennttiiffiicc  RReeppoorrttss  ooff  tthhee
LLaabboorraattoorriieess  ttoo  tthhee  BBooaarrdd  ooff
SScciieennttiiffiicc  DDiirreeccttoorrss, 1901-1955.
42 volumes. Between 1901 and
the reorganization of the Institute
in the mid 1950s, each laboratory,
research group, and special pro-
gram was  required to submit an
annual report of its research to
the corporate body that oversaw
the Institute’s scientific activities.
Together the scientific reports
chronicle the whole saga of
research at the Institute and 
provide a valuable snapshot of
research during any particular
year.These reports document the
investigations of a number of the
early scientists whose papers
have not been preserved in the
Rockefeller University Archives or
in other repositories.

RRGG  660000--11    AAnnttii--vviivviisseeccttiioonn  PPaappeerrss,
1895-1957. 8.5 cu. ft. The
Institute’s earliest leaders were
convinced of the usefulness of 
animal research for understanding
human disease and physiology 
and were active in opposing 
anti-vivisectionist legislation.
The collection includes correspon-
dence and publications, with a
focus on anti-vivisection move-
ments during 1908-1920, but 
continuing to 1957.

RRGG  660000--22  WWaarr  DDeemmoonnssttrraattiioonn
HHoossppiittaall  RReeccoorrddss, 1916-1920.
5 cu. ft. During World War I, the
Rockefeller Foundation funded a
military hospital located on the
Institute campus, headed by Alexis
Carrel and staffed by Institute 
personnel. Research at the hospital
focused on preventing the 
infection of wounds, and military
physicians and nurses assigned to
the hospital received training in
medical techniques to be used at

The Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research from the southeast, February 14, 1929.
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the front.The bulk of the records
document hospital operations,
but the collection also includes
administrative correspondence.
Related material is located in 
the archives of the Rockefeller
Foundation, also housed at the
Archive Center.

RRGG  889911  TThhee  MMeeddiiccaall  LLeetttteerr  oonn
DDrruuggss  aanndd  TThheerraappeeuuttiiccss  EEddiittoorriiaall
FFiilleess, 1959-1970. 76.4 cu. ft.
Since its debut in 1959, the bi-
weekly Medical Letter on Drugs
and Therapeutics has provided
doctors with impartial evaluations
of the strengths and dangers of
drugs and therapeutic techniques.

This collection contains the
manuscripts, drafts, source materi-
al, and comments of consultants
and manufacturers for almost all
articles published, as well as for
several unpublished submissions.
These documents relate to over
250 issues of The Medical Letter,
beginning with the 1958 “Pre-
Publication” issue, and continuing
into 1968.

RRGG  445500 MMeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  PPrrooffeessssoorrss  

The papers of members and 
professors are organized alphabet-
ically as subseries of this record
group. Laboratory heads were
designated Members of the
Institute until September 1957
and Professors thereafter.
Researchers  should consult the
archivists regarding papers of
members and professors not
included in this list.

An asterisk (*) denotes a Nobel
prize recipient.

RRGG  445500  AAvv3377  OOsswwaalldd  TT..  AAvveerryy
PPaappeerrss, 1913-1983. 2.5 cu. ft. This
collection consists of articles
about Avery, awards, clippings,

correspondence, memorabilia,
obituaries, photographs, reports,
reprints, and an inventory of the
Avery papers at the Tennessee
State Library and Archives.

A research physician and bacte-
riologist,Avery (1877-1955) joined
the RIMR as an Assistant in 1913
and rose to the position of
Member in 1923. A ranking
researcher on pneumonia,Avery
was one of the founders of the
science of immunochemistry and
discoverer of the transforming
nature of DNA. He retired to
Nashville,Tennessee in 1949.

RRGG  445500  CC223322  **AAlleexxiiss  CCaarrrreell
PPaappeerrss, 1906-1983. 2 cu. ft. This
collection consists of biographical
articles, clippings, correspon-
dence (1906-1944), experimental
notes (1909), inquiries about
Carrel (1936-1970), photographs,
and reprints.

Carrel (1873-1944), born and
educated in Lyons, France, was a
physician who worked in experi-
mental surgery at the RIMR from
1906 until his retirement in 1939.
He perfected the technique of
vascular surgery and was awarded
the Nobel prize in medicine in
1912 for his work on the suture
of blood vessels and organ 
transplants. Carrel headed the
Rockefeller Foundation-sponsored
War Demonstration Hospital on
the Institute’s grounds during
World War I (see RG 600-2,War
Demonstration Hospital, page 9).

RRGG  445500  CC666611  AAllffrreedd  EE..  CCoohhnn
PPaappeerrss, 1900-(1920-1954)-1980.
60 cu. ft.The collection contains
administrative records, clippings,
correspondence (both personal
and professional), manuscripts of
Minerva’s Progress (1946) and
Burden of Disease (1950), notes,
photographs, and reprints.

Cohn (1879-1957), one of the
first cardiologists in the U.S.,
became an associate and assistant
physician at the hospital of the
RIMR in 1911.Within a few years
he became the leader of the labo-
ratory and clinical service devot-
ed to the study of heart disease, a
position he held until his retire-
ment in 1944. His laboratory
made contributions to knowledge
in anatomy, embryology, physiolo-
gy and biochemistry, as well as
pathology and pharmacology.

Cohn took a leading role in the
activities of various organizations,
and this collection documents his
activities in the New York Heart
Association, New York Academy of
Medicine,Veterans Administration,
China Medical Board, Asia
Institute, Sydenham Hospital, and
the Committee for Displaced
Foreign Scholars and Displaced
Foreign Physicians.

RRGG  445500  DD885511  RReennéé  DDuubbooss  PPaappeerrss,
1900-(1927-1982)-1988. 60 cu. ft.
The collection consists of bio-
graphical material; correspon-
dence; drafts of lectures, articles,
and books; laboratory notebooks;
memorabilia; reprints; photo-
graphs and slides; audio and video
cassettes; and films.

A microbiologist and experi-
mental pathologist, Dubos (1901-
1982) joined the RIMR as a fellow
after receiving his Ph.D. from
Rutgers in 1927. His association
with The Rockefeller was inter-
rupted only by two years at
Harvard (1942-1944). He con-
ducted research into pneumonia,
tuberculosis, and enzymes, and
was instrumental in the develop-
ment of gramicidin. Dubos’s 
interests extended to include 
psychology, genetics, and the 
environment. He was the author
of numerous articles and more
than twenty books.


